
Franklin County,Wisconsin 

Januari 31,1850 

Dear Brother and Sister, 

I hope you will receive this letters in good health.We all are in good 
health.Some time ago I wrote a letter to Mr.Minderhout,telling him about our 
situation,and I asked him to show this letter to you and other people,thus 
saving costs of postage,and now again I send a letter to the Rev.Sn~der,again 
with the same request,I hope you have read them both,so I need not repeat the 
same,I requested in those letters for your reply.Please,do me the favor of an 
answer as soon as possible,because I am in want of information about you. 

From my letters you certainly read about Milwaukee,a big and busy city, 
however- there is no starch-factoL-,f, so starch is very- costly over here ,namely 
30 cents Dutch money per American pound and this is only 4~ Dutch ounces,and 
the best flour costs 5 Dutch cents,so,after my thoughts one could make some 
very good profit out of it.So I am requested to establish such a factory. 
In this oountry one can act freely,therefore I am thinking to start this 
business ~n behalf of David,to set him on the track,but my knowledge of these 
affairs is not satisfactory, so my kindly request is,as soon as possible,to 
forward the exact processing rules.It would be an excellent business for David, 
and even when I should stay outside the town,I could daily visit and teach him, 
using my horsec~t.One sees no flour here,wheat is brought to the mills,is 
grinded and unbranned,and the flour is put into barrels. The waste is kept at 
the mill, but when you have your wheat grinded you can keep the waste yourself. 
A barrel with flour weights 196 American pounds (88 kilograms" and costs at the 
moment ~ to 10 guilders,the very best quality,which enables you to calculate 
the possibility of big profit.In Buffalo was a person coming from Arnemuiden. 
This was a Brabander (Sic! because Arnemuiden is located in Zealand),who had 
been a starch-maker at Arnemuiden.In order that he should not make starch,his 
principals offered him a job as a foreman,earning 50 dollars a month,only for 
looking around. 

I must finish now.MY adress I gave to the Rev.Snijder and to Minder- 
hout. 

MY sincere greetings and name me your affectionnate, 

signed 

P.1ankester. 

£ C"Y\ ~ : -e_., c!'1~~P'r- vC)' '" ~ 

\ /-(lvA. 
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P. Lankester to J .M. Kuiler 
in V!9re 
Oct. 10, 1850 
franklin, Milwaukee COl1lnty, lijis. 

Oear Brothel', Sister, amO'Dlildren' 

In the hape tl:!ti!t you will receive tMese words in good health, unich great 

privilege we have also enjoyed up to this moment, so that 1118 are as healthy as we 

ever were in the Netherlands. 11119 enjoy great beneficience, becaliJse here we are 

released from earthly difficulties and , we live without the 

bwrden of suffering. end we are not tormented or oppressed by anyone, and these 

ere great- privileges in life. Thus we live more freely and restfully here. iJust 

as the ri chest people in tl:!e NetherlaAds. And anyone wt:Io has a little money here, 

can live so. pleasantly that he will leek nothing. I have (aside from my farm, 

unic:tl you knelll i have re"ted), for my familys use 4 or 5 milk cows .. ic:tl give so 

mudl1 milk aAd butter that lIIe can hardly use it all. All IdAds of garden products, 

mlilcM more thalli we can use, the same kinds of spice. (pot herbs) as you heve, 

potatGes and- all winter vege·tables fl'cm the cabbege family we have in over 

s14pply. People eat bacon and meat three times daily .. so much as a person wishes. 

Bread is made from the purest lItIeat floliJr, the finest kind .nich you can buy 

at ('4 or 10 f) for 196#.. I bake my own bread from this flolllr aAd anything elsa 

I lIIish to make SUcM as my necessary biscuits and sweet breads. tor that purpose 

I have set up a brick oven wi ttl two oper.'lings so I can bake utlataver.I desire .. 

I have also. learned to make a good yeast unich I make every week. I t is as gaod 

as that lItticn they hetle iA the Netherlands-. 90 my biscui ts ere as good as tnose in 

fflLlldleburg. tor the rest, I have nothing to do lIIith the hrm. This summar ./ 

I had a nice house built for the farmer next to my OWA farm yard. There is also 

a naw farm yard built next to my farm for a man from \/alp, near Arnhem. This 

malTl is a painter and is married to f. Remeens, a daliJghter of I<arel Remeens _ 

they lived at the end of the city hall street. This man lIIas in America two yaal's 



before I was here and lived 80 miles north of here. loIhen I heard of that 

I wrote to him, ar:td he came tm visi t me, amd he liked it so well hare that he sold 

his property aMd bought land Mext to mine. -At this momamt he is busy building his 

hawse. We enjoy each other's company, aMd that is true of all the Zeelanders uno 

live here. I also have one of the finest horses and twa small Ulagoms for traveling. 

wi th these we drive everyu'ure we ple!lse. In good weather I drive to Milwaukee 

two times per week - utters it is so busy there that you hardly know hOIl to get 

aroumd in title streets. Milwaukee 1s about 15 liiles al&lay (and it takes ) 

We have many plank roads here and on such roads I can ride 10 miles~in on. 

howr. Gemerall_y, people Mere have horses and (carriages) espeCially in the c1 ties, 

nearly every shopkeeper has III horse and lIagon, because the distances ere so 

great. And YOIll don 't mava to pay to use the stree-t, except the plank roads 

';'icn you pay l¢ per. mile for the upkeep of the roads. There is still so much 

that I could write. but I'm "ot sure what value it-would bave, because I WllI't want 

to provoke anyone, everyone must know 'or himself wnat he Qus. I only want to 

give you a mange - we at las t heve no remorse over our choice. All this pertains 

to our external life, tiaat you may know from us o~r 900d circumstances. 

Sut above all tin materials g1 vein U9 th a privilege to IIIOrsf;1'ip Him 

wi tmout DPstruction according to His word - so that "0 one n ere is mis­ 

judged as a result of his confession or religious convictions. 

Thus people have freedom of worship here. In fact, the state itself offers / 

(encourages) the to worship and pray on the day of the lord _ 

for that purpose there are si~n boards on houses indicating .neDe worsh1p 1s 

available,. tAle. along IIi t:n the congregation in the ci ty of 

have called Rev. l<lijn as our pastor and preacher • .no. we trust. will come over 

to serve our cnurch. The Americans of·'ar us everything presently - a parcel of 

land, and more in order to build a parsonage for ~im. 50 it is very different 

in the -Netherlands: where they do such things as a form of coal'S!on (and 1 f' 

it were possible) (such people should be baAned from the earth. yet there they 



aI's tne I'.ligloua leadsn, for a e1nftl1 land and ~urc:h). Dear brother. 

I eatelllD it a p1'1vilege; to DOW down so low (and h_ble myself by writing to 

Truly I "ave no tUlte for lOlh but you sell1l to lIani fest haued 

to me - I wish always ,to pray for you ..,,11e- I have breatR, noll broken reaa 

Psalm 37 tiMe ano, al).A. It ie of·ten_ a saul food for me - really it is so glorious 

to be connected'with the Lord. Now. I 111111 write a little more about Ifta 

for'egoing matter. I t is a- quatatioA from 111'1 will .. ieh WtlS prepared by ell 

lawyer '·ram'StsuwiJk" .a now lives illt Milwallk.e. Th. quotation concerns 

specifically the Infll"ley that Oavi d has colling to h1m frollt his Crandtllather, aAd about 

wniCl you were 80 restless bec8we of my _igra·tian. f'rom tbis you can see (that 

I hav,e, taken care of h.lm Md he is pratected by the law) (also I have asked· my 

neighbor aAd friend to serve as aA executor. and have established aQ, upright .nd 

wise man as the guardian of th. d1ildren. > Our childre" are do1:ng especially 

well, they IIIre 91'.,1111"19. ana especially Davia .... e is as tall as I P. He bas great 

pleas·ure in his wark hera, and una" he is fimiahaa wi ttl his apprenticeship, he 

will ba vary capable. Me is doing wall wi th the lantg..,ag., both wi 1:t1 uI'Jderstand1n9 

and spaaking" - a180 h. haAGl.s the horses well, just like the AmaricaAs. The 

farllters nere era all gentlemen - all dressad- in ilIo01 wi th pl •• ted lid te shirts, 

IIInd tnay live like genU_en. (grelt friends). 

I would" like to- have "o,ppa and Adamse come hera. There are still good 

opportuni ties in lIy Aeighborl'ultsd. Thoda"ds of acres en (g8llletem) atill lie 

uncultivated. The Mil01e. of the Natherlands CGuld be tra"'.I'ortsd within in 

this Dna; state sf lAIiSCDASiA. 

NOli, 'U1e LO-fa A'eigns, and He- does ""st is geod in His eyes. 

YOtil ara heartily greated by all of us. 

YOllr broth er, 

D~ t ... "' ....... +. .... 



Town Franltlli:n County r1ilwaukee 15 February 1855 

Dear Brother and Sister and Children! 

''Ie have had the privilege of receiving your valued letter brought 

to us by Westveer and Remeens in good heal tho -~'ie hope that you and your 

dear family also share in this very high privilege. We and our chil­ 

dren enjoy great benefactions from the Lord. This past summer I had 

an attack of cholera which was quickly quelled by the indirect inter­ 

vention of the unusual blessing of the Lord. Our children all look 

very healthy. David is taller than 1. \</e hope that the Lord will 

make things pleasant for you and your wife and children, and above all, 

give you grace to be properly prepared for eternity, for Death beckons 

every hour, and wouldn't it be tragic to enter eternity without a por­ 

tion in Christ, and we do not receive a portion in Christ except through 

a new creation, but once that is granted, we can understand something 

of th~ Apostle Paul when he says in the entire fifth chapter of Cor­ 

inthians but especially in the application of verse 15. If you have 

not learned to understand that in relation to the covenant you will 

make a wrong application of it. 0 brother, it is a blessed privilege 

to be able to testify with Joshua, "As for me and my house, we will 

serve the Lord."-Joshua 14:15. 

I will leave it at that because I have so many letters to answer, 

but very likely you already know that \vestveer, by peculiar circum­ 

stances, didn't get here but stayed in Buffalo sO that he is more than 

nine hundred miles distant ( 3 miles per hour), but Remeens got here 

with his family. His brother-in-la1tT is my neighbor. I myself picked 

up Remeens in the city of Hil1tTaukee for a feltr days of rest from travel 

and after fourteen days he ~~~ departed for the city and immediately 
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got a job. He did his first work in America with me. You cannot 

imagine how much wo rk there is here especially for carpenters and 

masons. If masons are skillful in their trade they can sometimes 

make two dollars per day, more or less. The same with blcksmi ths, 

yes, ,.,i th almost all the. trades. Conditions are also good here for 

farm hands. If they can do their \Vork well in this country they 

can earn up to two hundred dollars per year, including board and 

laundry, and if they go.tou t to work by the month in the busiest part 

of the summer, they can get from 20 to 30 dollars, but that is only 

for a few months. 

Brother, you ask me to tell you about means for Leavem ng, as 

you call it. This is not as much to be used in the baking of bread 

as for other things, for example, the best kind of sponge cake or 

prime pigs in blanket such as I baked so many of in Middelburg. 

Doughnuts or pancakes baked with it are unusually good, but it can 

also be used for bread, but I think that would turn out to be too 

expensive. I will tell you that I make my own yeast, for here there 

is no yeast except in places where many Europeans are living. In 

those places there are many beer b.rewe.r.i ee and thus also yeast, but 

it is always liquid. I have not yet seen dry yeast. So everyone 

makes his own yeast, and I do too, and the bread I bake is much nicer 

than when I was in Middelburg. The wheat which I grow on my farm 

is of the same Quality as the Polish wnea t wh.i ch I used in Middel- 

burg, and of that wheat we use only the best flour. I have baked 

bread as good as the best 1.,i th this flour, *very light when divided 

into loaves. I bake it with my own yeast. If: I could havedtidfl.§ othat 

*From here to the end of the sentence i have guessed at the 
translation of '", • • in het afbreken al vliezig. U Tr. 
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while I was in the Netherlands I would have been able to make a lot 

of money. The flour is ground unusually fine. If you saw the who Le 

process of how the milling od flour is done here you would be aston- 

ished. Sometimes He bring a load of unsorted wheat to the mill (they 

are all water or steam mills here). ',llien 'tIe arrive",it is dumped into 

a bin and seems to fall into the cellar. From there it is, conveyed 

upward by machinerY. and there it is separated, so that all the bad 

wheat falls out by means of an iron *. Then it runs through 

an iron drum to crush the hard pellets which are sometimes there 

and to get rid of the dust and chaff, sd> that the wheat in a few 

minutes runs down very pure and clean into the bin that stands on 

the millstones. Then it is ground, and the meal ,is again conveyed 

upward, by machinery, where it is cooled and then dumped into the 

sifter, all by machine. Then the miller attaches bags to three 

separate places, the one for flour, another for very fine middling 

(as it is called here) and the third for bran, and that all goes so 

rapidly that if we come to the mill with a load of wheat and there is 

no one ahead of us, we can be served in two or three hours. And the 

flour is so choice and the bran and middling so clean that it is 

unbelievable. The mil~ers are not paid in money. They pay themselves 

and they do that according to the markey price of the grain this way: 

an eighth part for the miller, but that is merely according to average 

*The word in the original appears to be aspel, for which I can 
find no English meaning. Tr. 

** "Hard pellets" translates poppen, for which I cannot find an 
authoritative English meaning. Tr. 
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market price. The more expensive, the less he takes. And the millers 

haven't anything to do. Sometimes the mill is operated by one man. 

1,..,rhea t meal is hardly known here because everyone from the President 

to the day laborer eat the same kind of bread. Coming here is a great 

change for indigent people although presently because of the wa.r every­ 

thing is more expensive than before. Pork remains cheap. Since 

autumn I have butchered as many as twenty-four hogs of which I brought 

five to the city, among them two for T. Remeens who couldn't believe 

that one could buy a hog for so little money. Hogs come to the city 

daily by the thousands. These are all butchered by the farmers and 

brought to the city by the wagon load. They are sold with the head 

on. ':.':he present price was four dollars per hundred pounds for the 

best. The hogs are bought by anyone in the city w.ho has money. They 

are salted down and sold by the barrel. It ia a country with great 

emphasis on trade. From the least to the greatest, all are intent 

only on making money. The 'i/estern states are developing wi th incred­ 

ible rapidity, and that is caused by the railroads of which many are 

being laid so that the farmers who live two or three hundred miles 

from ]VIilwaukee and fOT some time could not get to market with their 

produce, now can, and in the future will be able to get to the market 

of their choice with all they have to sell, vegetables or cattle of 

whatever sort. It is possible to get from here to New York by train 

with the exoeption of one small ford which can be crossed by steam­ 

boat, so that evrything is being connected. I must close; my paper 

is almost full. If I have time I ... rill prepare another letter to 

enclose ,vi th this. Then you can pay the postage on the two together. 
-_____ - 
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I cannot frank them from here any farther than New York. Now, brother, 

greet all'your relatives and children from us as well as Cornelis and 

his wife and our friends in Veere, and when you can, write to let us 

know how you are getting along. That is always very pleasant for us. 

Now, brother, kindly give my regards to those who know me and accept 

our cordial greetings and the Lord be good and gracious to you and 

bless you with temporal and above all spiritual blessings in Christ 

Jesus. 

Your well-meaning brother, 

P. Lankester. 
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Franklin, County 1'1ihTaukee, 26 December 1855 

Highly Esteemed Brother and Sister. and Children! 

Your letter of June '55 found us in good health throuGh the good- 

ness of the Lord. Kooman has sent the ••• * by mail. He has also 

written to me and asked for some advice. He lives about 60 miles 

from us. I wrote him that if he intended to live among us he should 

let me know and then come to Mihlaukee and that I wcu l d pick him up 

there with my horses and wagon, but at this moment I haven't heard 

any more from him. Very likely he was working. That is usual, for 

people in all the trades are so busy that I can't describe it. In a 

word, all tradesmen are so busy here in the West that carpenters who 

do good work earn two dollars per day. Hasons also easily that much, 

and that's the way it is 1,.,ri th everyone who can work. I had long in- 

tended to ivri te you but was constantly prevented partly because I 

knew that our son David was to be married, which occurred on Tuesday, 

the 18th of December, 1855. He married a Dutch girl from Zeist, near 

Utrecht, by the name of IVlat,"rieta Smidt, 21 year-s of age. 'I'hey live 

near us, in fac*, in a house that I had newly built two or three rods 

from my own house, and David and his wife speak English as well as 

their native language, and the other children are also beginning to 

speak the language pretty "Tell for their age, and this is an absolute 

necessity in America. \{hoever knows the language well can succeed in 

all trades. I really can't explain to y<l!lU how everything goes here. 

This past summer we received many blessings from the Lord. We had a 

* The omitted word appears to be zelice, not entered in any of 
my dictionaries. Tr. 
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temperate summe r , not so hot as other years, and we had a very good 

harvest. There were no set-backs, except perhaps the potatoes, among 

which there was some spoilage. Because of the European war all grain 

is very expensive. As long as the ',{estern states have existed, grain 

Q has nevr been so high. Hay also is very expensive. The price of hay 
.... 

at this time is from 14 to 20 dollars per ton depending on the quality. 

This year VJe have laid in about 100 ton. A ton here we i gns 2,000 

pounds, and a pound is as large as the old Netherlands pound used to 

be. All foodstuffs are almost once again as expensive as when we came 

here, and all other necessities are also much more expensive, but 

since that time earnings and profits are also once again as high. 

Hhen we were first here the price of a bushel of wheat was 50 cents, 

and at the moment it is $1.50 to almost two dollars for the best kind. 

The same with hay. It used to be 3 and 4 dollars and now it is three 

or four times as expensive, and there are no complaints about that 

because earnings and profits are so creat. It is impossible for you 

folks to belieye the rapid prog£ess in this country. It progresses 

wi th giant strides. -'Ihen we 'first came , the fd::rst railroad was being 

built, and now there are already, as far as I can tell, more than six, 

so that goods can be sent from all sections of the coun t ry , I-tailroads 

are the key to progress in this country. 'I'he price of farms is rising; 

in our area some land is once'again as expensive as it was six years 

ago. 

Our children are all very glad that they are here. ~nen we 

speak of Holland they all say that they would not like to go back, 

and this is not because there is so much so-called joy a.nd pleasure 
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here for the young people to enjoy, such as young and undisciplined 

people seek. No, there is nothing of that kind here -- no celebrations 

or so-called holidays. On all holidays we hold religious services and 

then all who can, come to church, and the rest are all busy at their 

jobs. 

Brother, you \{ri te that you have used the baking powder but that 

it didn't satisfy you. That's your fault. 'I'hou sand s of people here 

use it and it is sold as a main article in all the best stores in 

packages of one-half pound. But I never bought any that was as good 

as wha t I make myself. I bake all kinds of tasty little snacks with 

it wheneve r ,·{e want something delicious and fresh to eat. It can be 

done quickly. As far as yeast goes, I bake everything with it just as 

Hell as I ever did in Ho Lland , If I had known about it when I still 

had my bake ry , I would have saved hundreds of guilders by using it. 

All the bakers in America use such yeast, which they make themselves, 

although there are many breweries here. And so they don't bother to 

make dry yeast. I haven't seen that here yet. They consider it too 

unimportant a commodity. Sometimes they sell liquid yeast to private 

people, but not to bakers. They make it themselves. They would laugh 

and jeer at such an unimportant thing here. No, brother, you can't 

imagine on. wha t an unusually large scale everything is here. In 

Buffalo I was in a hardware store that was three stories high and 

each story was a store of at least a hundred feet long, and in each 

store there was more goods than in three stores in "liddelburg. On 

every floor there waa an office with three or four clerks, and so it 

is with the other employees, and those store employees earn easily as 
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much as hrenty to f01rty dollars per month. It's this Hay in all the 

trades. This is an enterprising people who do gigantic deeds. It's 

the same \vi th farming. 'I'he invention of all kinds of machinery is a 

great thing. Even our crops are harvested by machinery, fourteen 

acres per day and much more neatly than when mowed by hand. .day is 

mowed in the same way. 

I wou l d be able to end now except that I noticed that I have made 

a mistake. \{hen I reviewed the • • .*, I saw that the ship of wh.i ch I 

spoke on page two is really a steamship. It is an unusually large 

steamship. 'IDe keel is .* and more than 500 feet long. The 

beam is 80 and the height 60 feet. The first Iclass?1 cabin will be 

so • • • *, with conveniences for three thousand passengers. 'I'he r e 

will be sixteen steam engines with 14 thousand horsepower, and in the 

state of Ohio they are busy building such vessels that will be driven 

by heat. They also have the invention of central heating in the houses 

of the rich and in churches wh.i ch are being newly built. 'I'he furnace 

is in the basement and it heats the entire house or church, and you 

can see nothing of pipes or that sort of thing. Only in the floor or 

0... 
the walls of the rooms there is ventilating turning damper. The same. 

1\ 
is true of the newLy developed vessels. If I have a chance to send 

iveems a portrait or dr-aw.i ng' of a fine steamship, I will be happy to 

do so. They are very nice for framinc. And they are such gigantic 

vessels that you can't believe it, everything equally beautiful. If 

our niece Betje comes over to us, she will ne,cessarily come on such 

a ship. Have Betje \.,rri te us a note sometime, or Kornelis. 'I'ha t 

*Illegible word or words. Tr. 
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would please us very much. And I also expect a letter from you, 

brother, when you have a chance to write. Just put it in the mail and 

it will get here fine. I have written you a pretty long letter which 

I very likely won't do again. ThiS was because I was sick and co'uld 

not leave my room. ';Then I am healthy I don't have so much patience 

and I have my work to do. I mean I shall not write so much. 

What you have written me about F.P.M. I can't change at the mom- 

ent because HT. van Steenwijk is presently in New York since his 

honor has a temporary appointment there fOT a year or two as agent or 

Commissioner of this state for immigration to New York, with an incolle 

of thirty-eight hundred dollars per year. When he returns I will 

speak to him about this matter. Don't 'dorry about it. He has ex- 

actly the same character as I'1r. Snijder over there .ri th you. Greet 

the latter heartily for us. Now I must end because I am constantly 

thinking of new things to write. I would rather be able to tell you 

these things by word of mou th because I wou l d be able to relate many 

unusual things, for ex~mple, how the large cities here are supplied 

wi th constant fresh water. Here in 11i lwaukee they are also busy with 

such a project. They are building a large masonry reservoir, four or 

five acres in size, outside the city beside the lake. '>,later from the 

lake (which is especially good) is brOUgh1nto the reservoir by a 

machine. There it is purified and"fmltered. The same machine forces 

the water through pipes into the city. Then on all the street corners 

there are hydrants wh i ch one merely turns open to get the most delicious 

Hater without any trouble. If you don't hold on tight to the elass or 

whatever else you want to catch the wa te r in, you Will lose it be- 

cause of the great force behind the water. I was scared by that kind 
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of hydrant when I was in New York. 

In our country we also have springs wh i.ch produce INa ter summer 

and winter and which never freeze over. In the summer they are always 

cold and healthful. Even though you are in a sweat when you drink of 

them, it does no harm, and no matter how dry it is, they constantly 

run over. In the same 1>!ay there are different kinds of springs, such 

as sulphur springs and silver springs which are very heal thful. Not 

long ago I spoke with one of our countymen who was reliable. He told 

me that he came from the state of Virginia* and that he had seen a 

fountain or spring of oil. The oil was scooped into barrels and sent 

allover. Prom that oil many other kinds of oil were made for drug­ 

gists. It was green in color and had to be purified. While I was 

writing this a neighbor of mine dropped in who said that he had re­ 

ceived a letter from the Netherlands which said that they were told 

in the Netherlands that we suffered a great deal from wild animals and 

Indians. Halo, do the~get ahold of these lies? It's true that there are 

bears in our state, but certainly not wne re we are. \-Ie would be 

willine to walk a good piece to see one. There are a f'ew wolves. 

Once by chance when I was observing our cattle in the pasture with my 

binoculars I saw one walking among the cows. That wolf killed a num­ 

ber of sheep of mine and my neighbors, but a few days later he was 

killed too. I saw him fall. And those Indians, we see them very 

seldom and those unlucky people do.no one any harm, except perhaps in 

the wild country. J:3ut here ,.vi th us, as in the Netherlands: very 

*Spelled versiene in the original. Tr. 
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peaceful. We* are havine very cold weather presently. Conditions are 

such that one must be careful that his nose or ears don't freeze. 

During the w.l n te r we have two months, sometimes three, when everything 

is done with sleighs which are very useful here. Dear brother, in 

accordance with the promise made me when I left, namely, that when my 

son David ..arrived at his majority o ricame to marry, that his grand­ 

mother's inheritance would be settled on him, the enclosed receipt 

will serve as evidence, and I hope with all my heart that it will be 

satisfactory to you. You can rest assured that you wi.Ll, never be 

asked about it again. \ve heartily hope that you wi.Tl receive this 

letter in good health and that the Lord's blessing may rest upon you 

and your children, and above all that you may all be the Lord's, to 

be bound to him, soul and body, for time and eternity. Although the 

times in which we live may be sorrowful and the Lord's benefits and 

afflictions, for the sake of our sins, many and great, we will have 

no fear, having Jesus as our portion. Then finally \ve will carry our 

souls out of this world like a treasure, for the world passes av,ay 

and all its attractiveness, but those who do God's will live forever. 

Cordial greetings from all of us to your 1.,rife and children, and 

it will always please us to receive letters from you. I hope that you 

will write me soon about the receipt of this letter. Greet everyone 

who asks after us. 

Your ever-affectionate Brother, 

P. 1ankester 

*This word begins a new page also dated 22 Dec. 1855. Tr. 
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March 10, 1863 

••• (P. 2) 

Dear Uncle, Aunt, and Fam1l;y, 

We wollld love to visit you some time in Holland and speak face to face 

Vi th you. I would like to travel Vi th IV' friend, and 8JIl a Ii ttle jealous of 

him, but it is best that I don't tlidnk about that too much because there is no 

possibili V for me to go with him, but but not onl3' because of famiq obligations, 

but rather because of the war being waged at this moment makes travel by ocean 

more dangerous e"e17 dq, due to the piracy that lies in wait for us. Yes, 

beloved, I can understand that you desire to do something about this a1'fair, and 

I will gladq sq as much as !IV (limited) abiliv permits. Still, I don't know 

when to begin or end because this war is so big, bloody, and destructive, that no 

pen exists to adequately describe it. If God does not intervene and is pleased 

to g1 ve a salvation, we are. af'raid that the suffering will go Oil 1m til there 

is total destruction and ruin on both sides, because 'Doth sides seemed determined 

to hold out to the ve17 last, and both Sides figlat on hopeless13. Whenever a new 

report comes about mother battle, then the question is Dot how many hundreds. 

but 1l0ViJlmQy thousands remain dead on the field ot battle. 'thus as you oan well 

imagine, the death rate passes a hUJrlAlft capaciv for grief. I don't kIlow if you 

know how this war started, but I will write about that as briefl;y as possible. 

It begins actuall;y in connection with the electioll of a new President in Nov. 

1860, now that is usuall;y a significant matter here as there an always two 

and sometimes more striving for the oftice. In the last election the striving 

paMies consisted of DeJllOorats and Republicans, and the Republicans WOIl. As 

soon as the South understood, sinoe they are all DelllOcrata' there, that this 

choice of a Dew President would work against slavery, they began a rebellion 

and separated themselves. '!he. U.S. had at that time, the old President 

(Buchanan) Who continued to be intrusted with power from Nov. - March, and that 

gave the South a change to b. prepared (tor war) beoause h. (Buch_en) did Dot 

interfere. '!hus When Lincoln became President on March 4, the rebellion was ,... . 



alre~strol\lg. He had to begin Wi. th the preparation of troops from the ground 

up. He began this then. 111 th YOlunteers, and the;r came q, the thousands, so that 

an &rIV of about 600,000 vas organized. Tho people thougat the rebellion ..,uld 

quickq be pat down. I 1:hcDught so, too. But the opposite n.ew quickq became 

apparent, bec&lll8e very quicJcq v. experieaced a defea'U~ ••• But people 

still took hope, (comfort) from the fact that the anr was DOt 7et well organized, 

and people hoped tila t things would go better as the mili tar.r (art) training 

imp1"C!)veci. Well it did ac'bl&lq go a li tUe better , shortl1' thereafter, hovever, 

our.,.. was diminished quickq due to sickness, death, and casualties in 

batUe, that the President was forced to call for JUD troops up to 660,000. 

Thus, in total, over 100,000. 'lhis last draft occurred last sUJllll8r in Jul3', and 

that didn't go so easily as the first call, At first til. got JU.JV' voluteers 

by oftering large premus which .ere promised bT both the govemaent and leading 

ci tizens becalls. evel7 ci V and to_ )mow how ..",., had. to b. delivered (tAe 

greatest Dumber went Decause of the pMDlise). Still ftO matter how muDb they 

tried the total number required could Dot be acquired in tlUs state, so that 

our govemor tinally had to resort to the n..tt.ery because Wisco.sin was still 

4000 short ,ot the total required. OUr toWft was required to provide §3. 53 troll 

a total ot 3JO eligible MD. Oft that dq I was in Milwauk... it vas tor 118 and 

thousands of other I18D • _re tearful dq that I can deSCribe. I will never 

forget to praise the Lord tor allowing me to escape - (He alone was responsible.) 

Perhaps you are thinking that I vas more frightened that I should have been, bllt 

1'011 must reflect a bit and remember that at the preselllt it is quite ditterent to 

be a soldier in time of war. It took a lot ot eftort to carr,r out this lotter.,y, 

because When they first attellpteci to appq it in Milwaukee the people chased the 

lottery eomissioners and their helpers out of tovri, and for ten dqs they were 

not able to operate i.e. until Nov, 20 

'lbe governor threa ted (the people) that the firs t person who· claill8d to 

resist would illll8diate be u-ansported to the &1"1\1 to serve for the duration of 



the war. Yet in &notAer place the people chased the officials aw.,. am dragged 
S011l8 of tbell through the mud and. set a few of their Aouses on fire. '!hen the 

gov.mor sent a regiment of soldiers there ••• 

('!he people) 'lh., positioned a few CUlIlOftS where th.., could sink an oncollling 

steamboat, but the soldiers outsmarted the people and oame unexpectedq over 

land, and so from that side th., caught the troublemaker. So now, th., haTe a 

lottery here as they do in Holland. 'or here tb.e papers Wi th names on them are pllt 

in a box Which is tumed often. 1hen another blindtolder parsoll takes tAe papers 

out until they haye the Deeded nlUlber. 'lhen the chosen personare given notioe 

to appear before the commisar wi thin f'i ve dlira. and th., briJlg you directq 

to tbe oamp. '!'hus, you oan easi]3 i_gine llo,., ..".-.1. tb. a wite 8IlG child reels; 

he must leave everything ill a rev dlirs ad present hiuelf at the camp to be 

trained and then s.t iDDll8diateq to the batU.field wi til harclq my hope of 

returniJlg. I don't want to write too much about this, nt I know of several 

regiments that vere sent out with 1000 118ft in Sept. which ftOW have les8 tbM 

,)00 .strong aen. We have a Dutch h.lper who lived with us a few years and he 

voluteered Wi til tae26:3 Wise. RegiJl8Dt and he wr1 tes to us saying that of the 

100 JII8Iil in bis cempaI\Y 01ll]3 40 rewned and that Without any batUe losses, 8Ild 

.all this oocurred smoe last October (6 ..,nths). 'lbe loss of 80 II8l'\Y people 

0 ... from fatig1l. and privation Which th.s. are so great that you would hardq 

believe it (M.tb.eu" the .videnc. troll those Who expert8Jlcad it.) Many times tRey 

have to march ror w.eks and .... en _ft'ths through the woods, the Wildemess and 

1mpassabl. reads, and then sleep unprotected in the opeJl air. In add1 tien; they 
; 

don't get half enough to .at, and What th8.J" get is .at often a kind of d1'7 

biscuit aDd sOlle poor excuse for cofree, and that is all that they get. except 

when they are regular11' garrisoned, the it is a 11 tUe better. Al thougb 1ft 

general, they are treated like animals. 'thus it's ftO wonder that people have 

begmt. to oppose this situation. And still lIOre - of the 4000 Who vere eoft- X 
sen pted by lottery, there remain on11' :3 or 400 in actual Id.li tary semea. 

Most did not appear at the re¢:red ~_, and II8l'\Y deserted from the oUlp 

(and the bal_oa that remained were sent to the South without their knowledge and. 



111 thout 8ll oppor'bmi ta' to sq goodbye to their relatives, We bave a fteighbor 

here, a poor man and the tather of 6 children, Who was also caught in the 10tte17. 

He had a few dqs home leave Vi th his wife a short ti_ ago. 'Ibn he became 

sick and was teo weak to travel back to camp, it seemed to be a blessing in retro - 

spect, because if he had gone 'back to camp, they would have sent hill off to battle 

Vi thout any opportuni V to sq farewell to him Wife and fud.:q. 

Now I will tell you about the financial eftects of this war in .Amenka. In 

short" there is no gold or silver coin in circulation - not even a copper cent - 

nothing but paper IIOney. First people tried to use postage staul'for saall 

Change. and then the gove:rim.ent CU18 up With the pl_ 1:0 place paper _aey ill 

circulation for slll&l.l change also, so that presentq all our money coftsists of 

these paper notes and bank bills, just as it was earlier in the Netherlands, 

Whenever you Vish to cAange this paper moner for , you mst at present 

pq froll 40-60 per can t to the baaks. 'lbis as you Vi11 rigb t.l1" imagine, increases 

emol"lllOusq the cost of all goocis from foreign trade becallse the ~puchaser) 

businessman must pq in , and in return get paper lIOne,y of for less value. 

Many articles present.la' are(200 ti_s 11101'8 expensive) ••• 

Yes, dear t1ncle, onq the Lord knows Wbat will happen to this lani. From 

OD!' rtewpoint, the future looks ve17 dark, for recently the Congress passed 

anotaer law, a so-called conscription law under which almost. no one 11111 be tree 

from II1li ta17 .emce. '!he Congress b.as also give the President authori ta' to cal 1 

up another 800,000 men. 'lbe general feeling is that he 11111 act on this quickq 

if the"war does not eDd, and there·is not the least hope of that, In America, 

they .carr.v OR war as they do all other things, that is ADlericans like things in 

g1.~t sizes. At first people sq that such enormous plans, are impossible bu.t 

they, )mow how to carry it. If I should\l/wi te about the growth of trade 

and. other affairs, U1d about the wa, this is done here, JII8l'J3 people in Holland 

would not belie ... e me, l!m.t this time I Vill not expand on that because the paper Vill 

quickll' be full. 

I prefer to eDd with information about our fam1~. 'lb.e IIOst important news 



1;Aat I know at this moment conael'l'1s our intefttions (if the Lord wills and we live) 

to give up our farm and to move to,.rMilwaukee in the fall. Ve ha'Ye alre~ 

bought properta' there and we inteRd to build a house on 1 t th1s sUJlllD8r betore 

_vinl. Frolll tb.1s you Will understand that I have total.l¥ chuged the 

operatiOR of • buSiness, but, tb.at is rather COJlDDCi)n bere in America. People 

who are farmers one dq beco_ Shopceepers the following dq, still something 

else, because it one thing doesn't work, people quick13 run to something else. 
, C/vv 

Here, tbere is not the least diffel'8l'1ce betveeutarmers, ._!)ml dwellers, or 

'genUeman. People are addressed Mr. frolll the poorest dq laborer to the 

PreSident. It is the same With respect to clotbing, bouse maids, if they can 

at:r-1."ord 1 t, veal' clothes as good as their employers ••• 'ib.us OR the street you can't 

distinguishe one frolll the other. And the JllC)st peculiar is ••• 

And this 115 true amoJllg most Hollanders in Amerika. Also,for people in 

. general are iftclined (to jump, rush to consumption) 

And that is the reason that so few frolll this servant' class uke much 

progress. I 'ClJould write more of this, but for this tim I'll stoP ••• 

Hearv Greetings frolll all of u.s aDd also trolll tather and. his household. 

7-Lakester 



Town Franklin Coun ty I'IUI waukee 2 April 1863 

Our leaving 
this place 
causes much 
sorrow. 

Dear Brother and Sister, Children and Children's Children! 

That the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ may be a 

saving and redeeming God for you in Christ Jesus for now 

and above all for an approaching eternity is our heart's 

desire and prayer. 

Dear brother, it made us deeply happy that we and all our family might 

receive. your letter of March 6 in good health'Dn the first of April 

and be informed of your physical we l Le-be.i.ng , al though it also told us 

of the 10$s of your son, concerning which we had yet heard nothing. Yes, 

brother, thus the Lord constantly knocks at our door and wishes to make 

us constantly aware of that word, tilt is appointed unto man once to die, 

and after death the judgment." For it is the great purpose of God to 

for eternity. 0, what a happy privilege if, by regenerating grace, 

we can witness to the truth and that the fruits are immediately evident 

in being able to say with Paul, "For me to live is Christ, to die is 

gain." Then it need not be difficult to endure for a time in this 

vale of tears, but we can be assured that when we put off this earth- 

ly tabernacle we shall receive a building made by God in heaven. 

Dear brother, let us examine ourselves narrowly before the Lord that 

we may never be found among those builders of whom we read in r~tt. 7: 

26, 27. Brother, we must learn to understand that dear chapter 

especially from the thirteenth to and including the twenty-third 

verse, for ve live on1y.£:!:!..££ in the time of preparation. As the 

tree falls, so will it lie. a brother, I can't tell you with wna t 

sympathy my soul is touched at times when on Sundays I preach the 
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beloved gospel of salvation from the pulpit and see so many before me 

who by eloquent deeds say, "Depart from us, for we have no desire to r- 

know your ways ;" 0, what has man become through sin! Through grace 

it is my heart-felt desire constantly to make my fellow travellers to 

eternity aware of the great purpose of God for poor sinners. Presently 

('.f()d's judgment ~0/t'/J.t~/~~/,t~0 has come to rest on this nation. There 

is much religion, also many pious and godly people as well as many god- 

ly ministers among the Americans. The result is that times of prayer 

are held daily in many places at which various private persons are 

invited to pray. Some years ago I was the representative of the 

great many American and pious Dutch ministers. I was nominated as 

delegate from our Classis to attend the General nynod that is held 

annually. It was 500 hours, or 1600 miles, from my home, in the 

state of New Jersey, in the beautiful city of Newark. It was a pleasant 

trip. <I,re travelled through New York. I was gone four we eks , all at 

the expense of the Synod. There also there were daily hours of 

prayer. In New York there are daily prayer meetin3sat noon. It is 

a place where great events often occur. It is an exceptional commercial 

city. There is one street where 700 omnibuses per hour pass regularly 

to transport passengers from one end to the other. You will have been 

aware from the newspapers of the sad circumstances related to the all- 

destructi ve war. It is a "Jar that has no equal in world history. 

Two of my hired men have volunteered. They are both in the South 

fighting the I"nemy, or rebels. I get letters from them daily. There 

are three young men of our congregation who have been'drafted. They 

are also in the South. There is much talk of a second conscription, 

which ma,y include our David because narried men are not exempt. It 
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is a dreadful judgment on this nation. A few years ago we talked here 

as though no war was possible in the United states, but the Lord knows 

how to visit a people when the measure of iniquity is full. In this 

war, too, the Lord has a definite purpose. It is a wonderful country 

a.nd people. However wicked, they always have impressions of religion, 

a.I though mostly on mistaken principles. 'tli th almost every regiment 

there is a chaplain. The soldiers are supplied 1,.,i th religious news- 

papers and tracts which are very good and moral, especially emphasiz­ 

ing preparation for eternity. They have sent us a few of them. In 

some regiments no work may be done on Sunday if it is not absolutely 

necessary. Others are completely irreligious. That depends entirely 

on the commander of the troops. There are many English newspapers in 

this country which are completely religious. In these papers we often 

read of unusual deaths in the hospitals and how the Lord converts many 

sinners there. These hospitals are often visited by important ladies 

who help there. Even the wi f'e of the President of the Uni ted States 

goes there. No one here is too important to offer services of this 

kind. They even send crates with all sorts of refresh.rnents from the 

North to hospitals in the South) hundreds of miles away, and these are 

distributed by those women. \'/e have also read in these religious 

paperslof the depraved condition of the Reformed Church in the Neth­ 

erlands. A certain minister f\om Leyden, while serving holy communion, 

expressed his astonishment, saying that he could not understand that 

after 1800 years that ceremony still existed, since it was merely the 

memorial of the death of a friend. He read in this paper that at a 

later celeqration he expressed his astonishment again concerning the 
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mystical ideas that people in the church held regarding it. A second 

matter came to our attention of a certain minister at Fiel who com­ 

pared the Lord JeS1.lS with Santa Claus in that the good deeds of both 

are remembered long after their deaths. 0 Brother, who will not 

shudder and shake in the face of such wickedness. And that 'Ii t is 

tolerated without punishment causes us to shake and fear that the Lord, 

when his longsuffering and firm patience come to an end, will visit 

such a country and people with his fearful judgments. Is that de­ 

fending the faith for which our forefathers offered their blood and 

property against its enemies? On the other hand, we also hear that 

the Lord has converted many and set several on the right path in that 

same church, I mean ministers, and the Lord has continued to save many 

and to cast out those wo Lve s in sheep's clothing or turn them to him. 

o Brother, it has appeared at all times that a country and people or 

a, person that does not recognize God, but mocks him and tramples on 

his truth and lives and conducts himself according to the desires of 

his heart -- such a country or people or person, when the measure of 

iniquity is full, will be visited by the Lord. in a most fearful way. 

\'{e have at hand. too many examples of this to enumerate )in sacred and. 

profane writings, given for our admonition. Brother! because of the 

war and. the resulting scarcity of workmen and farmhands I have decided, 

the Lord willing and we live, to move from our farm to the city of 

T1ilwaukee next autumn after the harvest is in. David. and his family 

too. To that end we have bought property in the city. I bought two 

lots next to eachother. On one of those lots there is a house for 

David. On the second lot I shall have a house built this summer. 
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So, you see, we are facing a great change. I myself and my \,rife desire 

a little more leisure at our time of life, and David and his wife 

would not be happy living a\ifay from us. For that reason we decided 

to stick with eachother in the city. And I have no greater pleasure 

than to be with my family. The farm on which we ourselves lived we 

wi.Ll, lease out, which is easy to do here. It touches my heart some­ 

what because bCllth David and I have nice and convenient houses. 

Closely considered, it is best to lease because the war makes it im­ 

possible to get laborers or farm hands. Here a farm hand is paid 

two hundred dollars per year and in the summer months twenty dollars 

or more per month. \tJe have recently sold our second farm of 70 acres, 

and if times improve, I will also sell the large one of 180 acres 

since David is more inclined toward trade or business by which one 

can earn a great deal here. You wi Tl remember Elias Braam, the brother 

of my former w.i f'e , who lived wi th /near? / me in Veere and in lliiddelburg. 

He lives near me here and owns a store of all kinds of goods and he is 

doing so well that you wou Ld be surprised. He has more than thirty 

acres of land, a good house and barn, all free and clear, and besides 

that a lot of money out at interest. Shopkeeping here and there \.,ith 

you differs .il.Lke night and day. It is incredible how much shopkeepers 

make on everything. For example, more than two Dutch cents on afound 

of butter, and everything else in proportion. I must stop. Last 

evening I recei~ed your letter and I hasten to \vri te you immediately 

because David has written you a letter in which he lets you know 

that the pC.lrtraits you asked for are on the way to you with a friend 

of ours. His name is Frans van Driele, son of C. van Driele and 

Pieternella Sonius. I suppose he will drop off the pictures with our 
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family in GoeSAnd they will take care of them from there. It is 

possible that he will get to Middelburg. I have sent my picture along, 

too. If you happen to have something that he can carry along, he will 

be glad to take it for me. When you write me, tell me something of 

the deceased saint /? /. How is Ce buc t /? /? How is your son getting 

along in the bakery? Say a special hello to Betje and all the chil­ 

dren from all of us. There is also a picture for Betje. 'vJe all 

~nd you hearty greetings. 

Your ever-loving Brother, 

P. Lankester 

Greet all who know me or ask about me. 
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Milwaukee, Mq 21, 1865 

])earq Beloved Brother, Sister, and Children, 

I have lon.g intended to write you, but I heard that you vere going to write 

1118 and so I was waiting tor that latter, but up until this moment, I have tound 

nothing from you, so I thougnt, I WOn.f:.,t quibble aNut that, and decided to 

1I1"H;e ... brother in law &rfI'Wq ... it eould wellbe the last time as • dqs are 

hardening 1:0 their end. We are all, through God's unending goociness, "~l~ 
good health. OUr oldest daughter was manied on MIiV' 13 to a widower froJl Madison 

1Ihere he is the toreman ot a printing shop Whicb. prints the book of the state, 

because Madison is the capitol of the state and the seat of the govemment. 'lhe 

man's name is Johannes W. Custcot, and he is the toreJDlll for that works, and eams 

froll 1.5-80 dollars per month. He was bom in Wintemjk (Gelderland). '!hey 

. moved to Madison 01'1 the 22nd of Mq , a busy dq tor us. Madison is one hlll'1dred 

llliles aw.,. and CUl be reached in four hours .. (train). 

We ha'Ye had. exceptional e'Y8I1ts here in .AIleJ"ica. First, wi til the C. War, 

Which as e'YeJ'7one expected, ended Wi til the defeat of the Southemors (and 

Ricl:ulJo1!ld,' the capitol ot the South, was captured With thouaaads of troops, and 

because it vas the capitol e1tcv. the South lost everything. A fevof the 

Southam generals resisted With their tollowers, but they have also been d .... 

teated Uld JIUIII1' "ere able to flee, but were caught, q, the eal'Y&r,r. He was 

dressed i1'l WOIll8Jll'S clothing to escape identification, .. have also caugllt IIUII\Y 

ot his cabinet. I think that th. ViII han« all ot them - but you have pro­ 

babq read all fot this in the news:papers. 

'lbe second great event was the lIIUl'der of our brave Presidemt, Abraham 

Uncoln, it was a dreadful deed. And e'YeryoJut was 80 surprised that the muderer 

was able to tlae, but they .b.unted hilll up, aad tinal]¥ toad him in an.other 

state, hiding ill a bam, whare he resisted lIb.oleheart.eciq, he h_ brokeR a leg 

ip his flight Uld was shooting out ot the },am. '!hem. in order to s..,.e lives, 

the authorities set the bam on tire IIDd shot at him - and so they get him. 
<r: ,._ 

('!here was a $109,600 reward placed Oft his head, I''Ye laeaN tlaat the JllU"darer 



was supported by' )00 people .. there are a lot ot such people in Washington and 

they will all be hanged. Our new President, although a Southemor, will not 

be so 10Rg-suttering as Lincoln. Our _rdered President had is own graTe in 

Springfield, Ill •• but the bo<V' was also em view ill Washington, 'but following his 

wishes. it was trll'1sported the tollowing dq and it stopped in Chicago - people 

streamed there by the thousands, and the train did not 110.... for one lIhole dq. '!he 

thousands that saw him passed. by' the casket all night long, Our minister, Who 

happened to be there, saw him that night, too. His casket cost $2000. I have 

neTer seen such a procession. '!hey have burial cere_nies allover, just as it 

his body. was present. ••• also moumers, 

'!he pJ."Ocession iJl C!)Ul' ci icY was so large that it took the ofticial _umers 

one hour to vdk: by. All the shOps were closed, and eTe17thing stood still, all 

the houses were decked with black, all the churches were in deep _Ul'fting, and all 

the lllinis tel'S were asked to give a sui table address and to hold prqers on the 

dq ot the funeral, Which was on Easter SlUldq ••• 

We hear that drafted soldiers are all comillg home - a halt 1'ear ago 

we bought a stlbsti tate tor our ;Oll ~:i"l tor $600. '!he War power of Aaerica\,::\ 

became so great in the last 1'ears, that almost all powersin the worlcil should 

take hope. Englad 's sea power is no longer equal to 01lZ'S. 

WOllderf'ul and awesome things OCCUR here, in all matters. '!hey have put 

up a trade building here which people s.,.· is the largest of its kind in the 

Wl10le world. It stands along side the train station, the cars ride tJutough the 

building in order to load grain - the top part is for grain, and the bottom is 

tor all other trading goods. it million bu.. o~ .eat (2;' bu.= a IlUd in Zeeland) 

'!hings are similar ift church aftairs. A tew weeks ago a preacher arrived 

here Who was chosen b.Y the SJ'nod to be a _ans in God's hand tor the conversion 

aaGl quickening ot his people, d:o enlarge the Lord's kingdom, and to give witness 

to the Chris tim life. '!here are an enoZ'JlMl)us number of ehurches here, and each 



church has its oWft minister, but all these have helped the nsi ting minister 

in his work, 'Dds visiting minister is Mr. Potter and he' s been 111 th us for 

fourteen dqs - preaeb1ng three ti_s each d"" the regular m:1Rister does most 

of tAe prqil!lgJ I have never heard a man With such gifts before. lie preaches 

in the largest church i. the momings and afternoons lIhere about 3000 people 

attend, In the evening at 7.)0 he preaches in a rented hall which can easill' 

,hold 6000 people - I have Dever see so m.an,y people at one tille, •• , 

'1h81' have a prqer sernce betore eve17 worship sel"Vice. Mr, Potter inn tea all 

the people to bring 1:0 hIIil Whatever pl'ODlelllS they mq have 111 th respect to 

their own or their families 8i tuation, and te otfer prqers tor these. I have 

seen and heard JD.any' kinds of people. man, women., sens, boys, and daugb ten 

s tanding in line in order to JUke their 1I1shes known to him, I hayebeen there 

several ti_s w:Uth our minister. Sometime,s it vas vert moving to hear. Some 

people had husbaads aad children in the war or on the battlefield,., Who Vere 

unconverted, and their families sought prqer tor these people, It brought 

tears to .. eyes, 

This minister would accept no mon.." and they took no collectlon, 'lbe 

American claurches seldom take up collections, EYer,ything here is like a 

wOl'lder land. < 

Just ted", I had another surprising occurance, You know that much oil 

has been fOURd here - so that some people have eamed thousands ad millions, 

'!he oil comes out of the ground, people bore into the gNund iB places wheN 

they expect oil to be located - sometimes 46, laO, and up to 600 feet deep, 

And tb.8l'l the oil rushes out of the gl'Gund in amounts from 26-300 barrels or 

vats per dq, '!hen it is refined, You know that I have so- proper1¥' here and 

on .that land are 8 or 9 springs, Dese are places fNm 1Ih1ch, as they sq here, 

living water springs, - 70U c.'t run out of water, '!h.., ran dq and night - 

and lIhen you dig a hole around the spring it never freezes, - 'Ibis is also 

mineral water - good for your heal th~ 

A few dqs ago we read in the paper that people can alJaost predict Where 



th.., will tind oil ... When certain condi tiens exist ... and that is in locations 

Where there are springs. So we thought about our land and wondered. if tAere 

mpt he oil there since ve have conditions lleected fer finding oil. 1. didn't 

_tion this to an,yone. But then 1. dicbl't know that there w-.s a co_ssion to 

look for oil. Someone told this group about.,. land. Without. knowledge 

J of the man rode to DIY land and took saaples ot .,. water awlX/1 to s'bldy it. 

'!he next dq th.., e .. to .. ad asked if I would co .. to their office 011 the 

folloWing dq. '!hey wish to make an aIN_MDt allowing them to 'bere for oil 

and also an agree_nt tor bu;y1ng the oil if th.., find it. But we don't yet 

know, since this has just happened todq. In a tew dqs ve v.Ul go to .,. 

pl'Operv wi th them. aRd an expert to make a further s tud;y • I don't know _at will 

come ot that. But you see, brother, wonderful thirlgs occur liLere. Just as I was 

Wl"1 tiJlg, DaYid took some MIl from the oil coJ!IINU\Y and an expert tro. the ci 1'8 
to our land to do further research. I don. 't mow it 81Vthing Will come of this, 

'!he oil is called Kerosene out here, it gives an excellant light Md is also 

used ae paint for some killds of work. 

Celosiag) 

Your loving brother, 

P. Lankester 



Milwaukee, 20 lebruary 1867 

Cordially Beloved Brother and Sister and Family, 

'we received your letter on January 8 in good heal th as we hope 

you wi Tl receive this. ',re were dreadfully shocked by the death 

of your son Henderik since we had not received that letter. Yes, 

Brother, our life is like a vapor, and everyone must experience 

the trouble and the adversity of sin in this wo r-Ld , and we have 

a blessed privilege if we have a firm foundation for expecting a 

better life in eternity. By God's goodness we all still live 

under His present grace. Our daughter, the widow Putz, was very 

successfully delivered of a heal thy daughter on December 10, 

1866. She is again living wi th us. Our youngest daughter, 

Pieternella, is a.lso still with us. IvJaria. is still in r1adison. 

They are ve~J prosperous there. Presently her husband makes about 

thirty dollars per week or a hundred and twenty per month. Every­ 

thing is also well with David. His wife expects any day to be 

delivered of her sixth child, all alive and excellently handsome, 

healthy children. It is because of David's request that I write 

you so soon, since he has no time at the moment to write you. 

He had heard from his housemaid who lives with him and has just 

come from the Netherlands that in Amsterdam a machine for peeling 

potatoes has been invented and is for sale, which would be very 

useful here. Although here one can get a terrible lot of machines 

of all kinds and descriptions, we have noticed that that kind 

isn'~ here yet, and for that sort of thing one pays~R large patent 

right here, and David wants very much to get such a thing here 

since that migl1t have unusual results. So David's request is that 
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you should write immediately to your son in Amsterdam to investi- 

gate thoroughly whe the r or not such a thing is to be found, sue- 

cessful and efficient, and if so, if it should cost somewhere 

be twe en 20 and 40 guilders, to pack it well in a small crate and 

send it over. That is very easy to do by steamship. I will en- 

close an address so that everything will go right. In New York 

there is a commission of Hollanders that looks out for their 

property. .Among them is a good friend of mine, Rev. H. Uiter- 

wyk , I ,-Ii 11 wri te to him, he will see that it gets on the express 

train and then it will get to me. T~ere are people here who have 

made large fortunes with such things. Recently there was.ia man 

here who invented a machine for making curved metal spouts which 

could be made by the thousands per day and shipped by the millions. 

That man sold his patent rights for just the state of New York 

for twenty thousand dollars and still retained the rights in the 

other states. It was a very simple device. I saw them being 

made because a friend of mine was working with them. So David 

would very much like to investigate the matter, not to manufac- 

ture the thing, but to get the patent rights, and I think it 

likely that David would be able to get that because the husband 

of our Maria, who lives in I"ladison, the capital, and is well 

ac~uainted with some impor~tant people, could speak with them. 

Now, Brother, if you can, do it quickly. He will send you 

the money as soon as possible, you don't have to be worried about 

that. I hope to write you again later. Greet my friends and 

family for us and receive cordial greetings from us all. 

Your ever-loving Brother, 
P. Lankester. 

P.S. In the meantime I will write to Rev. Uiterwyk, my good 
friend, and everything will go fine. 
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r,1ilwaukee, 21 February 1867 

Dearly Beloved Brother and Sister and Children! 

Yesterday I sent you a letter wh Lch very likely you don't have yet. 

The reason for this letter is that I forgot one thing and another in my 

letter. In my earlier letter I asked you for a machine for peeling potatoes 

wh.i ch is manufactured in Amsterdam. As I wrote in my earlier letter, it 

was Daniel's request, who at the moment has no time to do such things. 

He hopes to v/ri te you afterwards. David has a house maid and she told him 

that it might be a very good business for him to apply for what people here 

call the patent rights as is done very much here and many make large fortunes 

in this way. As I informed you earlier, after I had sent the letter of 

20 February , it occurred to me that I could have some other things sent over 

in the box. I would very much like to have somepure Haarlem oil for me and 

my family because we are not sure that what we get here is pure. And also 

some artist brushes, wh.i.ch are very expens.i ve here. All kinds of brushes 

are very expensive here because brushes and everything connected with them 

te are imported from other countries. Here the bristles, or hair, is not 

removed from the hogs although they are butchered by the thousands. But 

the hair is mostly thrown out or hauled away by wagons for other purposes. 

So you would please me a great deal if you would send over in my box 

with the machine fifty bottles of Haarlem oil and two dozen artist brushes 

in three sizes, the one somewhat larger than the other. 

Now I must close, and I hope that you will be able to send it. In 

this letter I will also indicate what you must put on the box. There is 

in New York a Dutch minister with whom I am particularly acquainted, who 

is a member of the commission to help the Hollanders along. 
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Be so good as to address the box with paint 

Rev. H. Uiterwijk 

No. 41 Hammon street 

New York 

As soon as David has time he \vill 'vri te you and send some photographs. 

Fare "lell 

On the box the address must be painted 

Rev. H. Uiterwijk 

No. 41, Hammond street 

New York 

In my previous letter you will find something more. We send our 

cordial greetings. Please put the bill in the box or in a letter. 

Your ever-loving Bro the r 

P. Lankester 

P.S. Our hearty greetings to our family and friends. Meanwhile, I wi.Tl 

wri te to New York. If you /send what I asked fori before that time, ",ri te 

me the name of the ship and captain together with the bill. 

The reason why such a machine could be such a good thing here is that 

handwork is ver-J expensive here and people are generally too lazy to peel 

potatoes and so potatoes are served unpeeled. Also, there are such large 

hotels here. There is one that has 365 rooms or sleeping accommodations. 

People here like anything that is new. Maids earn three dollars per week. 
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